
Nehemiah Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ 
514 N. Mangum Street 

Durham, NC 27701 

Petition for Closed Captioning 
Exemption with 

Supplemental Information 
Case Identifier CGB-CC-1337 

CG Docket No. 06-181 

Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 

Attention: Disability Rights Office, 
Room 3-C438 

445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 



No.1 
Name of the programming for which an exemption is requested. 

2 



NEHEMIAH CHRISTIAN CENTER Church of God in Christ 
Rebuilding Broken Lives Through 

1111 • Our Witness, Our Worship and the Word of God 
R II • fil ~ Dr. Herbert R. Davis, Senior Pastor 
~====·~ 514 N. Mangum Street • Durham, North Carolina 27701 
~B'Hl•lll .ll.-.,(919) 688-4203 •Fax (919) 688-9573 • www.neherniahchristiancenter.org 

The Nehemiah Christian Center broadcast contracts with MyRDC 28 located at 3012 Highwoods 
Blvd., Suite 101, in Raleigh, NC 27604. Our 30 minute spots air each Sunday morning from 
6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m on MyTV 28. We broadcast the preached sermons of Dr. Herbert R. 
Davis and Evangelist Psiyina L. Davis. The sermon titles are different each week. A copy of our 
present contract has been included for your review. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
No.1 

Name of the programming for which an exemption is requested. 
Based on the description of your program on page 2 of your Petition, it 

appears that the name of your program is "Nehemiah Christian Center." 
The different sermon titles that are preached each week 

might be considered as the names of the program's "episodes." Please 
confirm that the name of your program is "Nehemiah Christian Center" 

or provide the correct name of your program. 
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NEHEMIAH CHRISTIAN CENTER Church of God in Christ 
Rebuilding Broken Lives Through 

111 
e Our Witness, Our Worship and the Word of God 

II 1111 •jl_., Dr. Herbert R. Davis, Senior Pastor 
~=-··· 514 N. Mangum Street • Durham, North Carolina27701 
mUHl•B (919) 688-4203 • Fax (919) 688-9573 • www.nehemiahchristiancenter.org 

The name of our program is Nehemiah Christian Center. The Nehemiah Christian Center 
broadcast contracts with MyRDC 28 located at 3012 Highwoods Blvd., Suite 101, in Raleigh, 
NC 27604. 
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No. 2-1and2-2 
The nature and cost of the closed captions for the programming. 
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w NEHEMIAH CHRISTIAN CENTER Church of God in Christ 

"-· Rebuilding Broken Lives Through 
~ 11

111 
• Our Witness, Our Worship and the Word of God 

Iii R Iii• II~ Dr. Herbert R. Davis, Senior Pastor 
~====·....1 514 N. Mangum Street • Durham, North Carolina27701 
llli!IRlll•llli .l ....,(919) 688-4203 •Fax (919) 688-9573 • www.nehemiahchristiancenter.org 

Please find two recent quotes from closed captioning services. 

From: Carolinas Captioning [mailto;carolinascaptioning@carolina.rr.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2014 12:49 PM 
To; Cornell Harris 
Subject RE: Closed Captioning Quote 

We would be pleased to Close Caption the church service. We bill per show. Payment required 
upon completion. The rates are as follows: 
2 Day Turnaround- $100.00 I Annually (52 weeks) - $5,200.00 
Next Day Turnaround- $125.00 I Annually (52 weeks) - $6,500.00 
Same Day Turnaround- $150.00 I Annually (52 weeks) - $7,800.00 

Media must be received in our office by 8:30 am. This rate is for the return of the Closed 
Captioned show 011 a DVD. If you need it 011 a BetaSp it will be an additional $15.00 for the tape 
stock. I am attaching a Work Order to be included in your shipment. There is also a Credit Card 
authorization if you would prefer to pay by Credit Card. We also accept checks. 
Thank you, 

Susan Amico 
Strategic Caption Manager 
Carolinas Captioning 
3635 Stokes Avenue 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28210 
Office/Fax; 704.552.6753 
www .carocap.net 

From: Cornell Harris [mailto:Comell.Harris@duke.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2014 12:01 PM 
To: info@carolinas-captioning.com 
Subject: Closed Captioning Quote 

Good day, I would like to obtain a quote for your closed captioning services. My church, 
Nehemiah Christian Center, airs a 30 minute television broadcast on MyRDC 28 WRDC-TV. If 
possible, I would like to obtain a quote for weekly and/or monthly service. Thank you. 

Cornell J. Harris 
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From: Quick Transcription Service [mailto:support@quicktranscriptionservice.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 20141:32 PM 
To: Cornell Harris 
Subject: Re: Closed Captioning Quote 

Hi Cornell, 

Thank you for contacting us for the closed captioning quote. We charge $6 per minute for closed 
captioning. The turnaround time is 2 to 3 business days. 

$180.00 per show I Annually (52 weeks) - $9,360.00 

Feel free to call us for any questions or concerns. 

Thanks & Regards, 

Titus Livingston 
646 233 4145 

From: Cornell Harris [mailto:Cornell.Harris@duke.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2014 10:32 AM 
To: support@quicktranscriptionservice, com 
Subject: Closed Captioning Quote 

On Tue, Feb 25, 2014 at 10:32 AM, Cornell Harris <Cornell.Harris@duke.edu> wrote: 

Good day, I would like to obtain a quote for your closed captioning services. My church, 
Nehemiah Christian Center, airs a 30 minute television broadcast on MyRDC 28 WRDC-TV. If 
possible, I would like to obtain a quote for weekly and/or monthly service. Thank you. 

Cornell J. Harris 

14 



No. 2-3 
The nature and cost of the closed captions for the programming. 

15 



NEHEMIAH CHRISTIAN CENTER Church of God in Christ 
Rebuilding Broken Lives Through 

~ 
11 
e Our Witness, Our Worship and the Word of God 11t1;1.Y Dr. HerbertR. Davis, Senior Pastor 8:fl••••""' 514 N. Mangum Street • Durham, North Carolina 27701 

mmalll•lill .J .....,(919) 688-4203 •Fax (919) 688-9573 • www.nehemiahchristiancenter.org 

We have considered purchasing equipment to produce the closed captioning ourselves. Some 
pricing on some basic equipment needed has been enclosed. This basic equipment is for 
offline captioning, also known as post production captioning. We believe we need a captioning 
character generator or encoder. Due to the cost associated with purchasing this equipment, we 
determined we could not afford it. 

. .. ·. -·------:\~ ... 

Link Electronics PTC-892 Caption Encoder/Decoder 

SO-SOI/Analog 

B&H # LIPTC892 • Mfr # PTC-892 

• V-Chip Compatible 
• TSIDReady 
• L TC Input & "B" Type USB Port 

• Data Recovef'/ of Caption & Text 
• Weather Lilt Up to 4 Lines 

• SD-SDI AnalOg Encoded Outputs 
• User-Selectable Data Recovel)' Modes 
• Multiple Settings 
• SD Analog Decoded output 
• Option Modern 

ZeeVee HDBridge 2540 4·Ch 720p Encoder & 
Modulator 

B&H # ZEHDB2540 • Mfr# HOB2540 

• Broadcasts .tx Component f VGA over coax 
• 4X DIN Inputs I 4x DIN to RCA Cables 
• Optional DIN to VGA cable Required 

• supports Reso1ullons Up to 720p 

• Supports Digital and Analog Audlo 
• MPEG-2 amt AC-3 Encoding 

• integrated Closed Caption Support 
• Color Front-Panel Monitoring LCD 
• 1RU Rack Ears Integrated 

Link Electronics HDE-3000/2 Dual High Definition 

SOI Closed Caption Encoder 

F:f:· ;11·1.;i~~,: B&H#UHDE30002 • Mfr#HDE..3000/2 

Dual Encoders 
HD and SOSO! 

• USB, Ethernet and RS-232 

Rackmountable 

16 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
No. 2-3 

The nature and cost of the closed captions for the programming. 
You provided information about the cost to purchase such equipment. 
However, you did not provide information about the costs to maintain 

the equipment and for any costs associated with hiring personnel to 
operate the equipment for one year. If you wish to have the Commission 

determine whether this expense would be economically burdensome, 
such information must be provided. 

17 
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NEHEMIAH CHRISTIAN CENTER Church of God in Christ 
Rebuilding Broken Lives Through 

1111. • Our Witness, Our Worship and the Word of God 
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We have considered purchasing equipment to produce the closed captioning ourselves. The 
encoders typically have a ten-year warranty against defects in material & workmanship. Our 
church does not have the funds available to hire and train someone to operate this machine. A 
recent search online shows the price to hire an individual with a captioning degree can be quite 
expensive. Since captioning involves a great deal of speed and skill an individual can make 
upwards to $100,000 per year. We do have the funds available for that. 

18 



No. 3 
The impact of captioning on your programming activities. 
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We are a church that is 501C3 non-profit and it operates on the tithes and offerings of the 
members. The church ministers on college campuses in the area, to the homeless of the area, to 
the growing Latino community and supports a local elementary school through a partnership. 
All of these things along with the regular operating expenses are handled with the giving of the 
members through tithes and offerings. We are committed to pay $350 per week for the 
television broadcast even with the church's annual budget taking a hit of approximately 15% 
over the past four years because we recognize the impact it is having in the central region of our 
state. We hear from people throughout the region that they watch the broadcast and enjoy it. We 
want our broadcast to continue and be accessible to every person. Providing closed captioning is 
simply more than our finances can bear. Closed captioning is an expense that we wish we could 
afford but our finances will not permit. Ifwe used the least expensive quote submitted for closed 
captioning, our costs would go up by more than $5,200 per year. With that added expense, we 
would not able to continue our broadcast on MyRDC 28. 
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No. 4 
Your financial resources. 
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Please find our two most recent balance and income statements. 
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Nehemiah Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ 

Balance Sheet 
1213112013 

C:urnmt A.ssets: 
Cash 

Total Current Assets 

Flied Assets: 
Land and Bulleting 

Vahlcla.s 

Furniture and FOCl:urecs 

Equ:ipment 

Tomi Fixed As.sets· 

Tota1 Assets 

Current Liabilities: 
Acccmn:ts Payahle 
Short-Term Notes Payable; 

Tohtl CurrentLia.bilities 

Long· Term Habiliti@.8: 
Long-Term Note-s Paya b:le 

Assets 

Liabilities and Gap.twl 

Total .long· Term Uabil ities 

Total Ua'bi!Hties 

Capital: 
Owrrn.r's Equ.ity 

Total Capital 

Total UabUittes and Capltat 

23 

$8,494 

$710,.DDO 

$17,000 

$17,00-0 

$3<54,1155 

$8,494 

$81fr,fr00 

$818,494 

${} 

$l54,G55 

$354,-055 

$464,439 

$818,494 



Revenue: 
Tithes and Offerings 
Conferences and Auxiliary E1,1ents 

Building Fund 

Other 
Gross Sales (Total Contr ib 1..1tions Recei"Jed) 

Net Sales 

Cost of Goods Sold: 

Cost of Goods Sold 

Gross Profit (Loss) 

Exp em es: 
Recurring and/or Obligated EHpeo«<>s' 

Building Maintenance 
Building Mortgage 
Contributions 
Copier Lease 
Outreach/Feeding Min is tr~ 
Insurance 
Offioe EHpem:es 
Operating Supplies 
Pastoral fa1penses 
Salaries 
Utilities 
Vehicle Eiipenses 

Nonrecurring and/or Unobligated fa:penses· 
Bank Charges 
Financial Assistance 
Media/Musio Ministry 
Misoellan e ous 
Returned Checks 
Special Events (Conferences, Banquets, Auxiliaries) 

Total Espenses 

Net Operating Income 

Other income: 

Total Other Income 

/.ilet Income (Loss) 

24 

Actual 

206,065 
15,918 
12,269 
7,290 

241,541 

4,023 
23,359 

5,108 
10,030 

334 
3,881 

18,834 
6,038 

17,357 
82,242 
13,383 
2,883 

201,998 

8,604 
362 

3,661 
3,187 

250 
19,876 
42,540 

$241,541 

$0 

$241,541 

$244,538 

($2,387) 

$0 

($2,887) 



Nehemiah Christian Center 
Church of God in Christ 

Balance Sheet 
1213112012 

Current Assets: 
Cash 

Total Current Assets 

fixed Assets: 
Land and Buikfill~ 

Veh,icles 

Furniture and fixtures 

Equ:ipme:nt 

Tomi Fixed Assets 

Total Assets 

Curmnt Liit.bil ities: 
Accounts Payable 
Short-Term N'rrtes Pa,ya'ble 

Tota.I Current Liabilities 

Lang· Term Liabilities: 
Long-Term Notes Payable 

Assets 

Liabilities and Capital 

Total Long· Term Liahiliti28 

Gapftal: 
Owner's Equ.tty 

TotaI CapitaJ 

l otaI UabtHtfes, and Capital 

25 

$710,UOO 

$7,000 

$17,l}flO 

$77,1}00 

$371,415 

$4-3H,585 

so 

$811',00U 

$811,!000 

$371,.415 

$371,4•15 

$811,ffOU 



Revenue: 
Tithes .and Offe-rings 

Confere-nces and Au~iliary Ei.1€<nts 

Building Fund 

Other 
Gross Sales (Total Contributions Recei•Jed) 

Net Sales 

Cost of Goods· Sold: 

Cost of Goods Sold 

Gross Profit (loss) 

Expetnes: 
Recurring and/or Obligated EHpenses· 
Building Mainti'nance 
Building Mortgage 
Contributions 
Copier Lease 
Outreach/Feeding Ministry 
Insurance 
Office EHpensi's 
Operating Supplies 
Pastoral EHpi'nses 
5.alaries 
Utilities 
Vehicle EHpense:s: 

Nonrecurring and/or Unobligated E;.;pense;;· 
Bank Charges 
Financial Assistance 
Media/Music Ministry 
Mi so ellaneou s 
Returned Checks 
Special E'.'en!s (Conferences, Banquets, AuHiliaries) 

Total EHpenses 

Net Operating Income 

Other Income: 

Total Other Income 

Net income (l..oss) 

26 

Actual 

199,289 
20-114 
17 -171 

27,889 
264,462 

l293 
28,380 

7,901 
8,952 
1,155 

5,892 
18,571 
5,375 

15,208 
79,497 
15,657 
4,738 

132,617 

6,424 
l015 

2,330 
40,000 

500 
22.417 
72,686 

$264,462 

$0 

$264,462 

$265,304 

($842) 

($842) 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
No. 4 

Your financial resources. 
Provide audited financial statements or an accountant's review or 

compilation of financial statements for the two most recent completed 
calendar or fiscal years. If such statements have not been prepared by or 

for you or your organization, provide complete federal income tax 
returns or tax-exempt information returns, including all schedules and 
attachments, for your organization for the two most recent completed 

calendar or fiscal years, if such returns were filed. If your organization 
is a sole proprietorship, provide complete personal federal tax 

returns, including all schedules and attachments, for the two most recent 
completed calendar or fiscal years for the sole proprietor. If your 

organization is a Subchapter S corporation, limited liability company 
(LLC), professional corporation (PC), or partnership, in addition to 

the organization's tax returns, provide the complete personal federal tax 
returns, including all schedules and attachments, for the two most recent 

completed calendar or fiscal years for the shareholders or partners. 
Redact (black out) sensitive information, such as account numbers 

and social security numbers, before submitting personal tax returns or 
other documentation. If none of these documents have been prepared 

by or for you or your organization, you must provide a written 
statement to that effect. 
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Our church is a 50l(c) (3) organization, (56-1943711). Under the filing requirements for tax­
exempt churches and religious organizations, we are exempt from filing annual information 
returns. Also, we do not have audited financial statements or an accountant's review or 
compilation of financial statements. Our treasurer, who has almost twenty years of experience 
serving as an accountant with small businesses and non-profits, prepares the financial reports for 
review and approval by our Board of Trustees. 
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No. 5 
Video programing distributor assistance. 
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Please find a response from WRDC regarding closed captioning assistance. 

From: Stacy L. Smith <StacySmith@sbgtv.com> 
To: Cornelljh <cornelljh@aol.com> 
Cc: Thomas F. Hennessey <tfhennessey@sbgtv.com> 
Sent: Thu, Feb 27, 2014 10:31 am 
Subject: RE: Nehemiah Christian Center 

Hi Cornell, 

Thank you for working on this! 

WRDC does not have the capability to close caption, in fact we outsource the closed captioning 
for our own programming. 

Stacy 

From: Cornelljh [mailto:cornelljh@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2014 10:20 AM 
To: Stacy L. Smith 
Subject: Re: Nehemiah Christian Center 

Hi Stacy, I hope all is well. In order to complete the FCC exemption waiver, I need to ask you 
this question. Is WRDC able to provide any type of closed captioning assistance or service for 
Nehemiah Christian Center? Thanks 

Cornell 
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No. 6 
Additional sponsorships. 
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We have attempted to get donations and partners over our almost nine years on air. We have 
only been able to raise a total of $200.00 and none of it was consistent. Even with attempts to 
promote products for sale, that has only produced about $150.00 in the same time frame. 
Nothing ever came in at the same time, but $25.00 or $50.00 here and there. 
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No. 7 
Your type of operations. 
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We are a church that is 501C3 non-profit and it operates on the tithes and offerings of the 
members. The church ministers on college campuses in the area, to the homeless of the area, to 
the growing Latino community and supports a local elementary school through a partnership. 
Our broadcast is a television ministry which operates under the direction of the pastors of 
Nehemiah Christian Center. We place a high premium on praise and worship, which are essential 
to our spiritual well-being. Wholeheartedly, we believe that praise will change your situation, 
but worship will change your life! Our television broadcast airs on Sundays for thirty minutes on 
MyRDC 28 in the central region of North Carolina. 
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No. 8 
Affidavit or declaration. 
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AFFIDAVIT 

I, Cornell J. Harris declare that all of the facts stated by me are true, correct and compete to the 
best knowledge and understanding. 

Cornell J. Harris 

Sworn and Subscribed before this __ 3 ______ day of NO vrrnber dJ IL/ ' 

Notary Public ~ vfJ ~ 
My commision expires: J./ I J q I dXJ / ']-
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